PRIVATEELEVATORS — GUIDE

Home Elevator Permits and Codes by
Country

Which safety codes apply to home elevators, platform lifts and stairlifts in the US,
Canada, the UK and Australia, who issues permits, who inspects, and the door-gap rule
that protects children.

Updated October 29, 2026

Home lift rules differ by country, and often by state, province or city. This guide sets out the
main codes and who signs off. It is not legal advice. Before you buy, confirm the rules with your
local building department or elevator authority.

United States

The codes

| Code | What it covers | |---|---| | ASME A17.1, Section 5.3 | Private residence elevators | |
ASME A18.1 | Inclined stairway chairlifts and inclined and vertical platform lifts for a mobility-
impaired person, typically in household use | | ASME A17.3 | Safety code for existing elevators |

ASME describes A18.1 as covering design, construction, installation, operation, inspection,
testing, maintenance and repair. The current edition is A18.1-2023.

Each state adopts its own edition. In 2017, CPSC staff found that almost all states reference
ASME A17.1, but many do not reference the latest version. Ask which edition your state
enforces.

The door-gap rule
This is the most important safety rule for families with children.

» Between 1981 and the 2013 edition, ASME A17.1 allowed a 5-inch space between the
residential car door and the hoistway door.

* ASME A17.1-2016 (effective 30 May 2017) added section 5.3.1.8.3. It limits the space to 4
inches for five door combinations. It also added door strength and deflection rules.

» CPSC says installers should never allow any gap greater than four inches deep. Children
aged 2 to 12 have been crushed to death in this gap.

 In January 2022, CPSC announced recalls by Bella Elevator, Inclinator and Savaria covering
about 69,000 residential elevators, and warned consumers about Waupaca elevators.

» Florida's "Max Grablin Act" (section 399.031) sets its own rules for private-residence
elevators. For example, the space between a swinging hoistway door and a folding car door or
gate must reject a 4-inch-diameter sphere at all points.

CPSC's fixes are space guards on the back of the hoistway door, or an electronic device that
stops the elevator when a child is in the gap. If you are not sure about an existing lift, CPSC
says to lock it out of use and have a qualified elevator inspector check it.
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Permits and sign-off: two state examples

| State | Permit | Inspection | |---|---|---| | Florida | A registered elevator company applies for the
permit, with a sworn statement that plans meet the codes. All new installations must be done by
a registered elevator company. | Private residences are exempt from the pre-use inspection by
a certified inspector. Lifts in private residences need no certificate of operation. | | Washington |
A licensed elevator contractor applies for the permit before installation. | The state inspects
every new, altered or relocated private-residence conveyance. No annual inspection unless the
owner asks. |

Other states and cities have their own rules. Ask your dealer and your local building department.

Canada
The national codes are CSA standards. Technical Safety BC and the City of Markham list:

» CAN/CSA-B44 Section 5.3: private residence elevators.

» CAN/CSA-B44 Section 5.4: private residence inclined elevators.

» CAN/CSA-B355: lifts for persons with physical disabilities.

» CAN/CSA-B613: private residence lifts for persons with physical disabilities.
* CSA C22.1: the Canadian Electrical Code.

Markham notes that CSA B44 sentence 5.3.1.7.2 allows up to 5 inches (127 mm) between the
hoistway door and the car gate or folding door. It says gaps in many elevators can be 7 inches
or more, and that a door baffle should be considered when the gap is too large.

Ontario. TSSA rules do not apply to elevating devices in a private dwelling house used only by
the occupants and their guests, unless the owner asks in writing. Markham's building inspector
asks for a document from a TSSA-certified elevator installer that the lift meets the CSA
standard.

British Columbia. Technical Safety BC says lifts and elevators in private residences are not
regulated by any provincial or municipal authority. It says you will likely need a building permit,
except for the simplest stair lift, and an electrical permit for wiring changes.

United Kingdom

» Supply of Machinery (Safety) Regulations 2008. HSE says stair lifts and slow platform lifts
(under 0.15 m/s) come under these rules, not the Lifts Regulations 2016. A new stair lift must
come with instructions, a Declaration of Conformity and conformity marking.

* Product standards. LEIA lists BS EN 81-40 (stairlifts and inclined lifting platforms) and BS
EN 81-41 (vertical lifting platforms for persons with impaired mobility).

» LOLER 1998. Regulation 9 requires a thorough examination of equipment for lifting people at
least every 6 months, or under an examination scheme. It applies to employers. HSE says stair
lifts in private dwellings are in most cases outside LOLER. It can apply when people at work
use the lift.

Building work for a shaft or floor opening may need building control approval. Ask your local
council.
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Australia
Australia uses the AS 1735 series for lifts, and each state runs its own registration.

* New South Wales. SafeWork NSW has a form to register a lift in a private residence. Private
single-dwelling lifts pay no fee. The form includes a declaration that a competent person
inspected the lift.

* Queensland. A Business Queensland page, last updated in 2019, lists lifts in a private
residence (as defined in AS 1735.1:2003) as exempt from registration. Check the current rule
with Workplace Health and Safety Queensland.

Other markets

We did not find official sources for Ireland, New Zealand, the UAE, Switzerland, Singapore or
Hong Kong that we could cite here. Ask the dealer which standard the lift meets, and confirm
permits with your local authority.

Next step

Ask each dealer which code and edition they work to, who applies for the permit, and who signs
off. You can compare installers in this directory.
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Frequently asked questions

Which code covers a home elevator in the US?

ASME A17.1, Section 5.3, covers private residence elevators. ASME A18.1 covers platform lifts
and stairway chairlifts. States adopt different editions, so ask your state or local elevator
authority which edition applies.

Is a home elevator inspected every year?

Not always. Washington requires no annual inspection for a single-family private residence
conveyance unless the owner asks for one. Florida does not require a certificate of operation for
lifts in private residences. Other places differ.

Does LOLER apply to a lift in my house in the UK?

Usually not. HSE says lifting equipment not used by people at work, such as stair lifts in private
dwellings, is in most cases not subject to LOLER. It can apply if people at work, such as paid
carers, use the lift.
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